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Season’s Greetings friends of Casa Esperanza!

As the end of  the year approaches, I find myself  thankful for the best first 5 months as the Executive Director 
of  Casa Esperanza. Whether it has been watching a child arrive home with an award they received at school, 
a mom sharing she enrolled in college, or a partner announcing a grant award, I am fortunate to be a part of  a 
compassionate board of  directors, sta�, and family participants.

Even more inspiring is the energy each success gives us in the face of  so many challenges and barriers. While 
we end this year with achievements, we look forward to growth as an organization and individually as strong 
women leading their families. I am encouraged by the prospects that 2024 will bring for our families’ 
life-changing work. My excitement is increased by all the partnerships and your donations which made it 
possible for Casa Esperanza to continue providing monumental life-changing quality services, such as:

· Life planning to build strong, healthy, and meaningful households
· Breaking generational poverty
· Financial support for education and career planning
· Ensuring all children receive the best education available
· Financial literacy

Next year Casa Esperanza will continue monumental strives to serve families in ways that will conquer 
barriers and trauma of  the past. In 2024 we will launch an entrepreneur program, which will serve both Casa 
Esperanza moms and women in our community experiencing homelessness.

Financially, like many nonprofits across this community challenged by current economic uncertainties, Casa 
Esperanza continues to explore the way it conducts business to ensure its viability through accountability to 
you and with sound fiscal practices. While we had changes during 2023, these modifications yielded many 
benefits.

In closing and in the same spirit of  appreciation, I am reminded of  the magical moments of  laughter, tears, 
and joy we as a sta� experienced during our few months of  2023. Hope is rooted in the triumphant human 
spirit to know others believe in our families and stand behind them. Know that each time you gave of  your 
time or financial support, you were one of  those standing behind them cheering them on. Hope and the spirit 
of  perseverance start at home; and for our women and children, their home is Casa Esperanza!

We honor the opportunity to come together with you in the spirit of  tremendous gratitude and commitment 
in 2024 to see great achievements and success of  our women that call Casa Esperanza home. Keep watching 
during 2024 to see great things.

Wishing you all a Good and Healthy New Year!

Diane Contreras, Executive Director, Casa Esperanza

Diane Contreras

Words From Our Executive Director



Imagine a world where the start of  each day brings 

new lessons. At Casa Esperanza's Transitional Home,

this is the reality for our incredible women. Their day 

starts with a flurry of  activity, orchestrating breakfast 

and readying themselves and their children for the day's 

journey ahead, using their own cars or through public 

transport. In these early hours, they draw upon their 

nurturing skills, emotional resilience, and mental 

strength, honed during their time at Casa Esperanza.

The hours unfold in a rhythm of  planning and action, 

aligning with their life goals. They navigate first as 

mothers, then as dedicated employees, then eager 

students. Each moment is a testament to their 

responsible choices, a reminder of  their transformative 

journey from the day they arrived at Casa Esperanza to 

the empowered women they have now become.

As night falls, these remarkable mothers share in their 

children's triumphs and challenges, acknowledging their 

own achievements. Household chores complete, they 

engage in groups nurturing social, parenting, and 

cognitive skills. They take turns cooking nourishing 

dinners, fostering a sense of  family among everyone at 

Casa Esperanza.

Days brim with interactions with our dedicated sta�, 

role models of  wise decisions who guide them

through reflective individual sessions. Each day holds its 

own magic, threaded with care and support. Yet, in 

their unique journeys, these women share common 

threads—their shared lessons and aspirations for a 

brighter future.

Casa Esperanza o�ers more than shelter and essentials; 

it fosters a community built on love, support, and 

unwavering belief  in each woman's capacity to forge a 

healthy life for themselves and their children.

A Day In The Lives Of Our Women



After a long journey from North Dakota to Bakersfield, 

Treanna Mims arrived at Casa Esperanza on May 2, 2023.  

She and her two children (Armani, age 2 and Amiri, who 

was one week old at the time) originally came to 

Bakersfield to reside with her mother. Having an epiphany 

that she needed to change, Treanna took her two children 

to a motel where she stayed for 23 days until she was

able to enter Casa Esperanza. Treanna identified several 

areas where Casa Esperanza could provide her the 

assistance she needed for success: acquire a higher level of  

education, build parenting skills, gain financial literacy,

save money, and link with mental health and

wellness treatment.

Treanna enrolled in UEI College and completed their 

Medical Assistant program. She was ready for an 

externship, but found she needed certain tools to begin.  

Treanna reached out to the Casa Esperanza sta� for 

assistance in solving this problem. She then wrote a 

request to the Casa Esperanza Program Committee for 

financial assistance in acquiring the equipment needed 

(stethoscope, blood pressure monitor, ID lanyard, and 

scrubs), and was awarded the funds necessary to allow 

her to begin her externship.

The real challenges came next as she struggled to find 

daycare, transport her now three-year-old to Pre-K and 

back, and make it to work in time for her shift at 

Columbus Medical Group. Her days began at 5am on the 

earliest public bus and ended at 8pm with transportation 

hard to come by. Finances became tighter, and her set 

budget seemed to go by the wayside. Treanna’s externship 

began to seem like a burden, not an opportunity. Through 

it all, Treanna remained steadfast and open-minded.  She 

came to the sta� for guidance when barriers became 

overwhelming, and the Casa Esperanza sta� helped her 

problem solve the options that would prove successful.  

Then just as she and her children found a rhythm, the long 

days into evenings took its toll and the children    

 

became sick.  Again, Treanna used her newly gained 

problem-solving skills to coordinate her work hours so 

she could get medical care for the children. Treanna 

prevailed successfully and completed her externship on 

November 14, 2023. Her Medical Assistant diploma is on 

the way. Columbus Medical Group o�ered Treanna a 

full-time position, Monday to Friday from 9am to 6pm.  

She accepted and was hired, starting in December 2023. 

All this time, Treanna kept up with her requirements for 

Casa Esperanza’s program, completing homework for 

missed group sessions and attending weekly individual 

sessions. This included 29 hours of  Social Skills, Partners 

in Parenting, and Second Step Education, and 30 hours of  

individualized Life Goal Planning and Budgeting sessions.   

Armani, now 3, is in good health and currently attends 

Pre-K through the Bakersfield City School District at the 

MLK Learning Center. Amiri, seven months old, is 

healthy and has regular doctor check-ups. Treanna 

continues to try new parenting styles to find one that 

best fits her family. She readily accepts constructive 

suggestions from sta� and continues to attend all 

educational and skills building groups as she improves her 

understanding of  herself  in her new life.

Treanna’s Success Story



SERVICES FREQUENCY DESCRIPTION

Life Goal Planning

Individual Life
Goal Review

Budget Planning

Individual Budget
Plan Review

Social Skills
Group

Partners in
Parenting Group

Anger
Management

Idea for Better
Communication

Music Literacy

Second Step

Character Strong
Social Skills

Eat Healthy, Be
Active Curriculum

Financial
Literacy

Successful Women
Entrepreneurship Program

30 days, 90 days, 
120 days, 180 days

To develop an educational goal path, career path, family reunification planning and 
transition plan to independence.

To review life goal plan, make necessary updates based on current culture, address barriers 
and encourage participant. Revision of  goals are done during this session, referrals to other 
agencies if  necessary and discuss communal living barriers to success.

Session with participant to understand fiancial situation,eliminate unnecesary spending,set 
financial goal, make a plan and set a savings goal amount. Discuss credit scores, repairs and 
repayment options to improve credit scores. 

Session with participant to review budget, unexpected expenses, readjustment of  spending, 
monitor savings plan, supportive linkage of  services to avoid unnecessary spending. Problem 
solve barriers in savings planning. 

Education groups provides workshops/groups that focus on concepts important for parenting 
e�ectiveness such as communication skills, guidance techniques, and positive discipline 
strategies. The emphasis is on building skills, providing support, and helping parents 
understand the needs and abilities of  children during di�erent stages of  development.

Includes worksheets, handouts, and group leader instruction for facilitating a session on the 
antecedents of  anger to help participants become more aware of  their physical cues and 
emotional responses to anger and frustration. Group leader discussion questions are provided 
to help encourage clients to talk about the situational aspects of  anger and strategies for 
self-regulation.

Communication Roadblocks is part of  the Straight Ahead: Transition Skills for Recovery 
manual developed at TCU. This session features a leader’s script, with notes and handouts for 
leading a solution-focused or strengths-based discussion of  dealing with perceptions that 
interfere with communication. Participants are invited to think about things they do and are 
aware of  in others that get in the way of  e�ective communication. 

Introduce and educate children on understanding language, experiment with rhythm, words, 
tempo, and melody, and think creatively and holistically, build a strong foundation based on 
critical thinking, working in tandem, the significance of  dedication and the importance of  
knowing one’s duties. Education of  the prominence of  creativity in everyday life. Educating 
children on reading and writing music notation are indispensable skills.

Participants and children will learn to master these crucial skills, educate sta� and parents and 
learn to recognize and respond appropriately when they observe bullying or receive a bullying 
report, all while gaining insight into teaching children and parents. Visual signs, role-play and 
group discussion will assist parents and children with openly communicating signs of  bullying.        
(Grades K-5)

Sta�/facilitators will be teaching, assisting parents and children with establishing a strong 
foundation of  social & emotional skills through healthy habit development, social awareness 
strategies, empathy building techniques. Facilitators will link parents and children to e�ectively 
reach their emotional understanding using pre-built slide decks, activities, videos, and more 
that are adapted for both in-person and virtual learning environments. (Grades 6-12)

Participants will learn how to be active and have fun with their family. Education and 
instruction on how to make easy and healthy meals, cut sugars in food and drinks and to grow 
what you eat. Participants will learn portion control, what a healthy plate looks like and fun 
activities for table talk. 

Financial literacy basics with work sheet.  Savings and equity, credit worthiness, purchasing a 
house, eviction and retirement. 

SWEP-Casa Esperanza participants, alumni and women residing in local homeless shelters. 
providing quality training, counseling, and access to resources to pursue, develop and succeed 
in a career or small business start up. 13-week program curriculum covers: How to get a 
business license, develop a business plan, learn the basics of  banking and establishing credit, 
building a website, marketing, quality control, and more!

Education groups on where participants have been, what they've learned and how to use the 
information they have. It's about recognizing strength and realizing potential. It's incorporated 
interactive teaching techniques to encourage participants to explore and express thier own 
thoughts and feelings through group activities. 

Weekly

Twice Weekly

Once Weekly 

Twice Weekly

Once Weekly 

Twice Weekly

Once Weekly 

Twice Monthly

Once Weekly                
(as needed)

As Needed

Once Weekly           
(6 weeks cycle)

Once Weekly

COHORT:

Programs



The Volunteer Opportunities Are Endless 

Casa Esperanza community volunteers serve a vital role in 

furthering our mission to provide services to homeless 

women and children and in support of  their transition to 

permanent housing and stable employment. 

At Casa Esperanza, volunteers are an esteemed part of  our 

community, working together with sta� to break the cycle of  

homelessness and poverty one family at a time.

Following are some of  our volunteer program opportunities:

Please consider volunteering with us. If  interested, contact Lauraine Cook 661-703-0925.



Casa Esperanza’s Future and Grants

Casa Grants

Harpy Eagle

Casa Esperanza extends our heartfelt gratitude for 

your unwavering support in our mission to aid 

homeless women and children. Your generous grants 

have been instrumental in providing shelter, sustenance, 

and hope to those in dire need within our community.

Your commitment to our cause has not only alleviated 

immediate hardships but has also empowered us to 

expand our programs, ensuring a more profound and 

lasting impact on the lives we touch.

We are immensely grateful for your trust in our 

organization and for standing alongside us in our 

journey to create a brighter, more secure future for 

homeless families. Your contribution is instrumental in 

turning our shared vision into a reality. Thank you, 

Kern Family Health Systems, Dignity Health, 
Kaiser Permanente, and Citizens Bank!

Exciting news! Thanks to the incredible support from the

Kern Family Health Care HHIP grant, we made a great stride 

towards our goal of  providing a�ordable housing in the community.

Their generous funding enabled us to secure a spacious 1800 sq. 

foot property, conveniently located near a top-rated school and 

boasting a 3-car attached garage. We are currently in the process 

of  transforming this space into a haven: a two-bedroom, one bath 

apartment alongside a three bedroom, two bath apartment. This marks a crucial steppingstone in our journey, o�ering 

graduating individuals the opportunity to transition from temporary living to more stable, permanent housing. It’s a 

testament to our mutual unwavering commitment to bolster housing options in Bakersfield for those facing 

homelessness or at risk of  it. We are immensely grateful for the Kern Family Health Care HHIP grant’s support in 

making this vision a reality.



2022-2023 Fiscal Year

Revenue & Expenses
Revenue:
Grants 
Contributions
Fundraising Income (Net)  
In-Kind Contributions  
Other Income  
   
Total Revenue:
   
Expenses:   
Program Expense
Facilities
Busness/Marketing

Total Expense:
   
Net Revenue:  
   
Notes:   
1. Grant from Kern Family Health Services totaled 
$900,000 which included $399,000 for Capital items.  
(Harpy Eagle home purchase and our Van)  

$
$
$
$
$

$

$
$
$

$

$

632,360
89,457

153,852
75,589
12,338

963,596

150,926
53,670
13,771

218,367

745,229

66%
9%

16%
8%
1%

100%

69%
25%
6%

100%

Cost Per Person
Program:
Salary & Benefits 
Other Program Expense
Accounting/HR  
Facilities  
Auto Expense  
   
Total :
   
Per Resident: (15 persons)

$
$
$
$
$

$

$

232,000
53,100
10,000
18,960
4,400

318,460

21,231

Grants
66%Contributions

9%

Fundraising Income
16%

In-Kind Contributions
8%

Other Income
1%

Revenue Pie Chart

Expense Pie Chart

Program
Expense

69%

Facilities
25%

Business/markeing
6%



Gayle Batey Recognition

Casa Esperanza has introduced its first-ever Community Service Award, 

named after Ruth Gayle Batey. This award recognizes individuals who 

demonstrate courage, determination, and a commitment to helping others 

across society. Ruth Gayle Batey, a respected figure in the Bakersfield 

community, is celebrated for her dedication to education, philanthropy, and 

positive change.

Formerly a teacher, Gayle, along with her late husband Ben, transitioned 

into successful real estate development with Batey Construction & Realty. 

They contributed significantly to Bakersfield's growth, building nearly 1,000 

homes and sharing their success to benefit the community. Gayle 

emphasizes the power of  education in uplifting the region.

Gayle's achievements include receiving the CSUB President’s Medal in 2015 and being the longest-serving member of  

the President’s Community Advisory Council. She and her husband initiated projects like Project BEST and the Batey 

Gardens to address educational challenges and enhance community spaces. They also established funds supporting 

education, biology students, and research on Alzheimer's and Parkinson's diseases.

Gayle's connection with Casa Esperanza, a home for homeless women and children, reflects her commitment to 

family values. A plaque and a maple tree, symbolizing balance, love, and abundance, will be dedicated to her at the

Panorama House.

Casa Esperanza invites everyone to join in honoring Ruth Gayle Batey for the inaugural award, recognizing her as an 

exemplary model of  community service.

Action Glass
AG Sod
All Three Shuttle Service-
Vaughn Hicks
Antonio & Maureen Beccari
Barbich Hooper King Dill Ho�man
Bob Norville
Bolles Nursery
Cotton & Associates
Chris & Susan Hamilton
Duct Testers

Frantz Nursery
Geo� & Lisa King
German Caceres
Hamilton Painting
Jerry & Lauraine Cook
Richard & Teddi Fanucchi
Kathy Irvin
Kern Turf  Supply
Kim Mendes
Larry Davis
Penney Lawn Service

Ralph Garcia-Pacheco
Toni Harper &
Igor Garcia-Pacheco
Rick Wegis
Steve Kathy Crawford
John & Kimberly Bianchi
Steve Holloway Painting
The Bulk Yard
Dan & Sharon Borradori

In-Kind
Donors

Thank you to our 



DONORS
2022-2023 CASA ESPERANZA LIST OF 

$5000 & Above
Gayle Batey
Jim & Julie Cesare
Dan & Jennifer Drake
Barbara Patrick
Bill & Jean Phillimore
Shannon Rose
Stisters of  St Joseph of  Carondelet

$2000-$4,999
Jerry and Lauraine Cook
David & Kim Ivarie
Geo� & Lisa King
Brett & Dianna Prather
Joesph & Monique Robets
Scott Rosenlieb
Carol Sugimori
Richard & Patti Young
Apex Management
Bakersfield Association of  Realtors
Bakersfield Country Club
Dave Packer Contruction, Inc
Jim Burke Ford Lincoln
Nostre Clinque Terre, LLC
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic 
Church
Wonderful Foundation

$500-$1,999
Gerardo Arzola
Jeanne Austin
Adriana Barba
Bonnie Barnett
Scott & Jennifer Barnett
Jorge Barrientos
Antonio & Maureen Beccarri
John and Kimberly Bianchi
Ron Black
Jerry & Carol Bowman
Grady & Susan Buck
Mike & Patricia Campbell
Marisol Cano
Mark & Naida Carlton
Laura Cauzza

Katherine Cesare
Donald & Edna Cornforth
Ronny & Tamara Cotton
David Couch
Rochelle Cowper
Mary Demler
Ronald & Tonja Dill
Kevin Edwards
Mark & Debbie Engelien
Thomas & Kaye Fanucchi
Kathleen Fenn
Phil & Diane Frailey
Thomas Frank DDS
Troy & Jodi Fringer
Mary & Steve Fritzen
Eric Greenwood
Bruce & Gail Groefsema
Jesus Gutierrez
Stephen & Kathryn Hair
Larry Harmsen
Michael Hopkins
Terri Jamieson
Jennifer King
Mark Kirchen
Ed & Holly Kuykendall
Holly Lazzerini
Eric Lord
Gianna & Curtis Lutje
Patrick & Lori Marchbanks
Cindy McCann
Jarrod McNaughton
John & Chris Moore
Jim & Jo Ellen Mosher
Amara Dobbs Nieland
Konni & David Ollivier
Ed & Maria Paine
Rod & Cheryl Palla
Andrew & Beth Pandol
Pete & Mona Pankey
June Paxton
Lourdes Perez
Alice Reis
Gustavo Reveles
Willy & Kristi Reyneveld 

Shirley Rosenlieb
Scott & Cheryl Rossi
Henry & Margaret Scharf
Dr. Lo Sprague
Raymond & Donnell Tabar
Susan Teagarden
Patrick & Karen Thompson
Kathryn Turner
Alan & Cindy Wade
Michael Wickensheimer
John and Tricia Zimmerer
Ag-Wise Enterprises, Inc.
American Contract Bridge League, Unit 154 
Bakersfield East Rotary Foundation 
Bolthouse Properties, LLC
California Resources Corporation 
Chevron 
Colombo Construction Company, Inc. 
Dignity Health 
Employees of  Sentinal Peak Resources 
Encompass Health Rehabilitation Hospital of  
Bakersfield
Johnson & Johnson Foundation
Kern Machinery 
Latin American Womens Club
Laurel Ag & Water 
Monji Landscape Companies
Motor City Buick GMC 
Premier Podiatry Services Inc.
Sca�old Solutions Unlimited
St. Philip the Apostle Women's Club 
Taft College Foundation 
Tasteful Selections LLC 
WOW Pest Control Inc

Under $500
Paul Andre
Joel Andreesen
Darrell & Susan Atkinson
Ali Bakoo
Kay & Larry Bardin
Tracie Barmann
Roland Bernabe
Karen Bezuidenhout



Claire & Jack Boone
Michele & Jerry Borel
Denise Boshers
Nancy Brady
Garrett Bresson
Sue Brittian
Andrea Brown
Micki Bryant
Thomas & Tina Burke
Tracy Burrell
Jordan Burt
Alissa Carlson
Lisa Carpenter
Alyssa Cavazos
Edith Cazares
Bertha Ceja
Jake Cesare
Kelly Cesare
James & Debra Charpentier
Cindy Chu
Reinhard Clasen
Ria Cleland
Cheryl Cook
Kristie & Bob Coons
Michael & Anne Cueto
Melanie Demkey
Gregory DeWitt
Amanda DiGiacomo
O. J. Droppers
Marilyn & Oliver Droppers
Janelle Dunn
Ann Marie Duquette
Haylee Duran
Ron & Lynne Eid
Shirley Eide
Lizbeth & Escobedo Herrera
Cara Fachin
Bruce & Shirley Eide
Lisa Elzy Watson
Lizbeth Escobedo Herrera
Cara Fachin
Bruce & Lynda Farley
Renee Fenn
Tina & Joseph Fregeau
Joanne & Garry Garvin
Diane Ghilarducci
Greg & Susan Gilbert
Sarah Golliday
Mayra Gonzalez
Patricia Gra�us
Susan Greer
Raymond Grumling
Cathi Guerrero
Angelo Haddad
Melissa Hair

Susan E Hamilton
Mark & Lisa Hance
Zachary  Harris
Richard & Betty Hartje
William & Carol Hatcher
Tony Heider
Gilbert Herrera
Craig & Cindy Ingalls
Latasha Jackson
Brent Johnson
Timothy Jones
Chelsey Jones
Msgr. Perry Kavookjian
Alan & Marianne Keathley
Joan Keavy
Sandy Kiesel
Lorraine Kilby
Kristin Kind
Mercedes Lowery
Rosa Macias
James Madden
To Mai
Nancy Mandoky
Stephanie Marr
Monica Martin
Sheri Martin
Maria Martinez
Kaylee McMillan
Pat & Peggy Mellon
Cathy Moseley
Ronald Nagatani
Beth Nahama
Peter Nelson
Brad & Cynthia Norris
Craig Odom
Mary Ellen Odom
Matt Oliver
Jack & Carolyn Pandol
Kimberlee Pedersen
Myrna & Michael Pelle
Coleen Peters
Kim & Steve Peters
Molly Pinkley
Becky Porter
Michael & Tina Radovich
Elizabeth Ramirez
Julie Ramirez
Eugenia Reade
Britni Reed
Thomas & Patricia Reis
Dena Rhoades
Douglas & Carol Rice
Lorette Rubino
Richard Rubino
Talia Rubino

Allison Russom
Carol Rylander-Parks
Al & Barbara Sandrini
Raji Sanghera
Robin & Steven Schopler
Neil & Alissa Schwartz
Michael Scott
Sheryce Scott
Linda Shideler
Stanley & Lindy Stearns
Linda Thom
Linda Thomas
Lucy Thoms-Harrington
Howard & Julianne Thurman
Kathy Torchia
Kelley Toschi
Nancy Turnipseed
Sharanjit Tut
Christina Ubing
Pamela Valdez
Eric Van Scharrel
Charlotte Vaughan
Grover & Catherine Waldon
Peter & Annette Warmerdam
Jan Webster
Dolores Whitley
Andy & Kathleen
Ian Zaninovich
Jon Zaninovich
Lorrie Zwicky
Adams Stone, Inc. 
Bakersfield Locksmith 
LS England Designs
Ordiz-Melby, Inc. 
Pandol Bros., Inc. 
Sanctuary Tattoo Company 
Sempra Energy 
Souza Insurance Services, Inc 



We invite you to consider supporting Casa Esperanza. Your contribution creates lasting transformations in the 
lives of  homeless women and children, o�ering them hope and stability. Yet, the impact extends beyond mere 
philanthropy. Investing in us yields remarkable returns.

The financial burden of  homelessness is substantial, estimated at $50,000 per person annually due to increased 
medical emergencies, heightened law enforcement costs, and higher rates of  incarceration. In contrast, our 
comprehensive services, including housing and essential support, total $21,231 per person. This represents less 
than half  of  the community's financial outlay.

Choosing to invest in Casa Esperanza not only generates positive community change but also provides an 
opportunity for your philanthropy to make a tangible and measurable di�erence. Your support doesn't just lighten 
the financial load; it nurtures hope, dignity, and a brighter future for those in need.

Join us in creating meaningful change and be part of  transforming lives for the better.

Contact Us
info@EsperanzaBakersfield.org
@casaesperanzabakersfield
www.esperanzabakersfield.org

501c3 tax exempt public benefit corporation # 47-4019231

Casa Esperanza
P.O. Box 13104
Bakersfield CA 93389-7197


